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OUTBREAK NOW A PANDEMIC 


As WHO makes declaration, infectious disease experts 
issue dire warnings, local firms, colleges shift operations 


By Felice J. Freyer 
GLOBE STAFF 

The World Health Organiza- 
tion on Wednesday declared 
that the novel coronavirus 
spreading across six continents 
can now be called a pandemic, 
and President Trump an- 
nounced he was sharply re- 
stricting travel from Europe to 
the United States in an attempt 
to limit the spread of the dis- 


ease. 

Massachusetts cases of the 
coronavirus increased slightly 
to 95 Wednesday, from 92 the 
day before, and the number of 
state residents who have been 
subject to quarantine topped 
1,000. Worldwide, the number 
of cases are more than 120,000 
while the number of deaths ex- 
ceed 4,300. 

Trump’s announcement was 


a sharp departure from his ear- 
lier attempts to downplay the 
threat. He blamed Europe for 
not acting quickly enough and 
contended that US clusters 
were “seeded” by European 
travelers. 

“We made a lifesaving move 
with early action on China,” 
Trump said in a rare Oval office 
address. “Now we must take 
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NBA suspends its season 


By Adam Himmelsbach 
GLOBE STAFF 

The NBA on Wednesday 
night suspended the season 
indefinitely after Utah Jazz 
center Rudy Gobert tested 
positive for the coronavirus, 
a virtually unprecedented 
move during unprecedented 
times. 

In suspending the season 
until further notice, the NBA 
became the first US sports 


league to halt its season since 
the wake of the Sept. 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks. The 
move comes as other sports 
are weighing their options 
amid the outbreak. 

A person with knowledge 
of the situation said the Jazz 
player who tested positive 
was Gobert. The person 
spoke to the Associated Press 
on condition of anonymity 
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The streets of the Financial District are expected to be less crowded in the coming weeks as more employees work from home. 


A sudden, real-life test for telecommuting 


Directives could increase acceptance of working at home. Pitfalls, however, loom. 


DAVID L. RYAN/GLOBE STAFF 


The Boston office of Fuze, a cloud-based communications provider, 
normally has about 150 workers. On Tuesday, it was mostly empty. 


Many sectors appear to be 
on the brink — but of what? 


By Tim Logan 
and Janelle Nanos 
GLOBE STAFF 

For such restaurant owners as 
James DiSabatino, it’s the disappear- 
ance of the lunchtime rush. 

For Bill Sykes, who puts up fenc- 
ing at parades and road races, it’s a 
spring calendar canceled. 

For Uber drivers like Najib Sse- 
mambo, it’s concerns about a sick 
passenger in his car, compounded by 
worries that he won’t have passen- 
gers at all. 


The quick spread of the coronavi- 
rus across Greater Boston in recent 
days — and the spread of closings 
and cancellations to try to contain it 
— is rippling fast through the re- 
gion’s economy, and giving pause to 
a place long confident about its pros- 
perity. 

Conventions have been canceled 
and college students sent home. Peo- 
ple who can telecommute are figur- 
ing out how to do so. People who 
can’t are pondering how to make a 
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By Katie Johnston 
GLOBE STAFF 

The eight employees at Edmit, a 
college financial advisory company 
in downtown Boston, take three dif- 
ferent MBTA lines to work, coming 
in close contact with hundreds of 
people every day in subway stations, 
on trains, and on the sidewalk. 

When Covid-19 started spreading 
in Boston last week, chief executive 
Nick Ducoff decided the risk wasn’t 
worth it. And as of last Friday, his 
company went all-remote. 

“Tf four of us got it, half the com- 
pany would be out of commission,” 
he said. Even if employees are just 
stressed out about catching it on 


their way to work, he noted, “they’re 
not going to be happy and produc- 
tive.” 

Edmit is among a growing num- 
ber of companies calling for their 
employees to work from home, a dis- 
ease-fueled upswing likely to gain 
steam after Governor Charlie Baker 
declared a state of emergency Tues- 
day and encouraged employers to 
have employees work from home. 
For most companies, it will likely be 
a short-term solution. But this mass 
experiment could raise acceptance of 
remote work, which has been in- 
creasing as technology improves and 
companies open offices around the 
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A customer ate lunch at a near-empty Whole Heart Provisions 


earlier this week in Cambridge. 


Parents on 
edge over 
health fears 


Public classrooms still 
in session — for now 


By James Vaznis 
and Gal Tziperman Lotan 
GLOBE STAFF 

As fear about the coronavirus has 
prompted colleges across the Boston ar- 
ea to effectively shut down their cam- 
puses, public schools for the most part 
continue to hold classes — at least for 
now — putting parents on edge about 
whether long-term closures might be 
on the horizon. 

The first dose of what many fear 
could be a wider reality emerged 
Wednesday night as Boston school and 
health officials announced that the El- 
iot K-8 School would be closing for a 
week starting Thursday, because “a 
non-student member of the school’s 
community tested positive for coronavi- 
rus disease.” 

More than 700 students attend the 
school, which has three buildings in the 
North End, and officials encourage ev- 
eryone who has been inside those build- 
ings to practice social distancing and 
avoid public places during that time. 

A Boston school spokeswoman re- 
fused to say whether the “non-student 
member” was an employee, parent, or 
volunteer. A letter sent to Eliot families 
at 7:55 p.m. said the closure was “out of 
an abundance of caution.” 

The abrupt closure came as some 
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Seven ways 
we can help 
halt spread 


By Deanna Pan 
GLOBE STAFF 

By now, we’ve all heard about “so- 
cial distancing,” the public health mea- 
sures we should to be taking to slow 
the exponential spread of the coronavi- 
rus by avoiding close contact with oth- 
er people. 

“We have reached a tipping point 
where the idea that we will be able to 
contain this in a few spots is just no lon- 
ger viable,” said Dr. Ashish Jha, the di- 
rector of the Harvard Global Health In- 
stitute, “and now we are going to have 
widespread infection across the US.” 

But if we take action now — as in 
right now, today — many of us can still 
protect ourselves and others, particu- 
larly our most vulnerable citizens, 
from infection and avoid overwhelm- 
ing our health care system with a wave 
of sick patients. Here’s what epidemi- 
ologists and infectious disease experts 
recommend: 


Cancel concerts, parades, and, yes, 
even the Boston Marathon 
“The key thing is to reduce contact 
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Harvey Weinstein, the 67-year-old former high-powered 
j j movie producer, was sentenced to 23 years in prison for 
iy sex crimes. A2. 


The Supreme Court said the 
Trump administration may con- 
tinue to require asylum-seekers 
to remain in Mexico amid low- 
er-court challenges. A2. 


Russian lawmakers rubber- 
stamped sweeping constitu- 


tional changes that could keep 
President Vladimir Putin in 
power until 2036. A4. 


Cloud-based system 


Thursday: Breezy, cloudy. 
High 44-49, low 38-43. 


Friday: Early rain, warmer. 
High 58-63, low 37-42. 


Comics and weather, C10-11. 


A new state system for child- 
care help is so complicated 
many low-income parents are 
getting left behind. B1. 


